











Response to Comments Appendix B

Response WELTA (cont.)

High nitrogen (>10 mg/I) has been observed in wells on SCM (SCC and WWC,
2017) but these high levels occurred generally before mining impacted the
affected wells. Therefore, the nitrogen occurrences in ground water were
attributed to agricultural practices and not mining. Evaluating impacts from
agricultural practices is outside the scope of the EIS.

The Tongue River Reservoir is listed as impaired for not fully supporting

aquatic life due to Chlorophyll-a, reduced (not excessive) dissolved oxygen,

WELC-14 and sediment. Sources are given as crop production (irrigated) and municipal
point source discharges (DEQ, 2018d). Nothing in the Tongue River watershed

cont. is listed as impaired for nitrogen.
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